Herbert Rowse Armstrong.
Sir H. Curtis Bennett
what he says, and is nob it perfectly reasonable that he should
put down the initials to remember to ask her something?
It is but reasonable; but to say ho put it down as they
suggest is puerile, and it is an insult to your intelligence to put
that before you as one of Lhe motives, that ho wanted to get ridi
of his wiCe because he was going to propose to this lady. Gentle-
men, what do you think oi' it? What do you think of all that
being seriously put before you by the prosecution hero as being part
of tho motive for which this man was going to murder his wife?
Now we come to the October.    1  can deal  with the Martin
affair in a moment.    I am going to use no hard words about Mr.
Martin.    There is no point in using hard words, and I am never
quite sure that it is fair to use bard words, especially when the
person against whom it is said has no opportunity of answering
them; and, therefore, I am content to leave Mr. Martin to your
judgment.    You saw him during this case, and you can form your
opinion of his evidence in the box,    I do not desire to say any-
thing harsh about him, and I leave it to you; you will form your
opinion about it.    What is tho story there1?    Tho story there is
(and my submission to you  is that it is  as ridiculous a story
as that in relation to Mrs. Armstrong) that a solicitor who has
lived to the age of fifty-three, and has had, I suppose, thousands of
letters from other solicitors complaining about certain things not
being completed—an  everyday occurrence,  I  suppose,  with soli-
citors—and the suggestion is that because there were proceedings
about this Velinewydd estate he wanted to poison Mr.  Martin.
We say again, if this defendant wanted to poison Mr. Martin, the
only place for him is an asylum.    Just one moment to deal with
the facts on that day.    Undoubtedly Major Armstrong arrived back
before Mr. Martin arrived, but from the moment ho arrived back,
except for the moment when he was walking through the house
and hanging up his coat in the place which wara just near a door
into the garden, just walking through that hall, that is the only
moment that he was in the house before Mr. Martin arrived after
the tea was laid.    MacGeorge is in conversation with him until
the time Mr. Martin arrives.   Whore was the opportunity, first of
all, even if a man desired to do so, to place (T do not care whether
it was the scone, bread and buttor, or currant loaf, or cup of tea)
arsenic in it1?    There was no opportunity that has been proved at
all.    You are not going to search about and say " perhaps this
might have happened " or " perhaps that might have happened,'7
or  " perhaps the other might have happened "; you are going
to look and see what the evidence is,  and there is no evidence
to show reasonably how; there is a good deal to show that he had
no opportunity before they went into that tea for him to have
put arsenic upon those scones.    As I pointed out the other day,
(you will have it pointed out by my lord to-morrow, no doubt), it
is only for the purpose of assisting, it is supposed to assist you to
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